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FAMILY TREES

Family trees are maps of a family which shows how people relate to each other. It is a clear way of showing a
person’s parents, siblings, cousins, marriages, children from their marriages, birth and death dates, and gender.

Historians often use family trees to map-out important families in medieval kingdoms, particularly the royal
family. This helps us to understand how succession to the throne worked. When there was no obvious
successor for the throne (such as a son or grandson), different people would claim they should be the next ruler
because of where they were in the family tree. Succession was based on closeness in blood-relation to the king,
not on personalities. It also went down through the male-line, which meant that sons would be chosen over
daughters, even if the daughter was older.

An example of this happening in Scotland is The Great Cause in the War of Independence when, after Margaret
the Maid of Norway’s death in 1290, many people (called ‘competitors’) argued that they should be next on the
throne because they were closer in blood-relation to Margaret than all of the others. They argued this by looking
further up the family tree from Margaret and looking sideways at the tree’s other branches. In the end, King
Edward | of England was allowed to decide who would be the next king. He decided that John Balliol was the
closest branch to Margaret, and therefore the most suited as king.

Below are some family trees of families from the medieval period.




The Scottish Royal Family, 1093-1286

{monarchsin boldface)

| |
StMargaret m.(2) Malcolm Il m. (1) Ingibiorg of Orkney Donald II1

(d. 1093} (1058-93) (1093-97)

Duncan Il {1094}

Edward Edmund Aethelred Edgar Alexander | m. Sybilla David I m. Maud Edith/ Matildaid. 1118} Mary m.
(d. 1093) (1097-1107) (1107-24) (d.1122) (1124-53) deSenlis m. Henry |, king Eustace,
(d. 1131} of England count of

Boulogne

Henry, earl of m. Ada de Warenne
Northumberland (d. 1178)

(d. 1152)
, L | 8 | |
Malcolm IV William I m. Ermengarde de David, earl of Ada m. Florence, Margaret m.
(1153-65) (1165-1214) Beaumont{d. 1233} Huntingdon {d. 1219} count of Holland Conan, ct. Brittany
(illegitimate) Alexander Il m. {1} Joan of England daughter
‘ {1214-49) {d. 1238)
{2) Marie de Coucy
Robert of Ada (d. 1200) Margaret (d. 1284)
London m. Patrick(l), e. m. Eustace de (illeg.) \—\
(d. 1225) Dunbar (d. 1232) Vescy (d. 1216)
Marjory Alexander Ill m. (1) Margaret of England
m. Alan Durward (1249-36) (d. 1275)
Isabella m. (1) Robert {Ill} Bruce (d. x 1191} (d. 1275) (2) Yolande de Dreux
(2) Rohert of Roos (d. 1226x7)
| | |
Alexander (d. 1284) David Margaret (d. 1283) m.
m. Margaret of Flanders King Ericll of Norway

(d.1299)



The English Royal Family

{monarchsin boldface)

William | ‘Conqueror’ Malcolm 1l m. Margaret
| (1066-87) {1057-93) | {d. 1093}
Robert ‘Curthose’, William 1l ‘Rufus’ Henry | m. Edith/ Matilda Mary m. Eustace, count kings of Scots
duke of Narmandy (1087-1100) (1100-35) (d. 1118) | of Boulogne
(d. 1134} |
Matilda m . Stephen {1135-54)
(d. 1152)
William Aetheling Matilda ‘Empress’ m. (1) Emperor Henry ¥V {(d. 1125)
(d. 1120) (d. 1167) | (2) Geoffrey, count of Anjou (d. 1151)
Henry Il m. (2} Eleanor, duchess of Aquitaine m. (2) Louis VII, king of France Geoffrey William
(1154-39) | (d. 1204) (L137-30) (d. 1158) (d. 1164}
[ | I | |
Henry ‘the young king’ Richard | ‘Coeur de Lion’ Geoffrey, duke John ‘Lackland’ Matilda m. Henry ‘the Lion’,
(d. 1173} (1189-99) of Brittany (1199-1216) (d. 1189) dulke of Saxony
(d. 1186} m. Isabella
Henry lll m. Eleanor of Provence  Richard of Cornwall, Joan m. Alexander Il Isabella m. Emperor Frederick Il
(1216-72) (d.1291) king of Germany (1257-72) (d.1238) lking of Scots (d. 1241 (1212-50)
(1214-49)
Edward | Margaret m. (1) Alexander I, king of Scots m. (2) Yolande de Dreux

(1272-1307) (d.1275) (1249-86)



Descendants of Earl David of Huntingdon

David, earl of Huntingdon  m. Maud, daughter of Hugh (I}, earl of Chester

{d.1219) | {d.1233)
(illeg.)
| |
Henry of Brechin Henry of Stitling John of Scotland, m. Helen, daughter of
m. Juliana earl of Huntingdon Liywelyn ap lorwerth
and Chester (d. 1237)
Henry (Brechin or Stirling)
Ada m. Malise, son of Earl
Ferteth of Strathearn
William of Brechin Inchmartine family
Alan of Galloway m. Margaret Robert Bruce (IV), m. Isabella John of m. Maud Henry of m. Ada
(d.1234) lord of Annandale Monmouth (11} Hastings (1)
(d. 1226x33) (d. 1250)
Henry of Hastings (I}

Christina Dervorguilla Robert Bruce (v}, m. 1) Isabel de dare (d. 1269)
{(d. 1246) (d. 1290) ‘the Competitor’ 2} Christina of Irby m. Joan of Abergavenny
m. William de Forz {11}, m. John Ballial (I}, (d. 1295)
count of Aumale (d. 1260) lord of Barnard Castle

(d. 1268)

‘ Robert Bruce (V1), m. Marjory, countess John {d. 1313)
earl of Carrick of Carrick Edmund {d. 1314}
King John (Balliol) id. 1304)

(1292-96;d. 1314)



Kings of Man/ the Isles

Godred Crovan

{ca. 1079-95)

??7? Olaf | m. Affrica of Harald
{ca 1113-53) Galloway
daughter Rognvald Godred Rognvald
m.Somerled (1164) (1153-87) (1153)
of Argyll
(d. 1164)
Affrica Rognvald lvar Olaf Il
m. John (1187-1229) (1226-37)
de Courcy m. Christina of Ross
daughter Godred Harald Magnus
m. Thomas (d. 1231) (1237-48) (1252-65)
of Galloway E—
Harald

(1249-50)



